Road-Eail Transport
Today,   especially  in  the  Madras  Presidency,   motor
transport has been regulated to an extraordinary degree,
and the latest Madras Motor Vehicles Regulations that
come into force from 1st April, 1940 lay the coping stone
to the edifice of organisational control.   Nevertheless, it
must be admitted that a decade ago, and more recently too,
motor  transport   was   highly   unregulated   and   chaotic.
There were no conditions to be conformed to, no restric-
tions as to the routes to be operated, or the number of
hours to be  worked.    Being in  its   chrysalid stage, no
serious attention was paid by the authorities to devise ways
and means of control.   Consequently, this atmosphere of
laissez-faire was most beneficial to its rapid development
as the figures* for the imports of omnibuses, vans etc.
show.   In 1927 the imports amounted to 8,682.   Two years
later they nearly doubled and reached 15,306.   Thereafter,
there has been a very sharp fall in imports, the lowest
being reached in 1932 with 2,676.    In 1937, there was
an improvement, and the peak figure of 1929 was almost
reached.2
In the absence of control, the service rendered was
extremely haphazard and irregular. Particular routes
alone were taken up for operation which offered good and
regular traffic. As a motor licence alone was the essential
prerequisite for operating on the road, a number of
services concentrated on the most paying routes, and most
of these were drivers who had purchased new or second
hand vehicles, either by paying cash or on the hire
purchase system. Most of these people were illiterate
or ill-educated persons who had no sense of public
responsibility. Competition grew apace and each oae
>ried to get the custom of the other by a variety of means
which on many occasions bordered on criminality. Tke
mo$t common practice was racing. In the desire to run as
2   Review of the Trade of India 1938-39.   Vide Appendix E. &